Assistant Professor at the University of Tennessee at Martin, introduced Nashvillian Sidney J. 
Harkreader, early country fiddler on the Aeolian, Broadway, Brunswick, Paramount, and Vocalion 
labels between 1924 and 1929. Mr. Harkreader, Uncle Dave Macon's long-time touring and recording 
partner, played a number of folk and country fiddle tunes, adding vocal refrains to some. He was 
accompanied on standard guitar by Paul Hoover, also of Nashville. 


During the Saturday session on the Peabody campus, Dr. Charles K. Wolfe of Middle Tennessee 
State University, read a paper on "Early Folk Music Recording in Tennessee."' "WANTED: The Singer's 
Autobiography and Critical Reflections,"' a paper by Dr. Herschel Gower of Vanderbilt University, 
preceded extemporaneous excerpts from Fiddlin' Sid's Memoirs along with fiddling and singing by Mr. 
Harkreader. (The Harkreader Memoirs are now in preparation under the editorship of Prof. Haden.) 
Dr. Richard Blaustein of East Tennessee State University spoke next on "Fiddling Styles." Among 


papers at the afternoon session was Richard Hulan's "'The Big Singin': Southern Harmony at Benton, 
Kentucky." 








Prof. Haden announces that Miss Janette Carter and Fiddlin' Sid Harkreader are accepting a 
limited number of college concert invitations each year now with Haden's country-bluegrass band, 
The New Country, and Ramona and Mark Jones, wife and son of Grand Ole Opry and "Hee-Haw" star, Grandpa 


Jones. (by W. Haden) 


SOCIETY FOR ETHNOMUSICOLOGY, Annual Meeting (30 November-3 December 1972). 


The Society for Ethnomusicology held its annual meeting at the University of Toronto in Toronto. 
Among the papers given were: David Evans, "Afro-American Music Bows in the United States;" William 
Ferris, "Gravel Springs Fife and Drum" (a documentary film); Pekka Gronow, "Immigrant Groups and 
United States Record Industry; and Linda C. Hall, "Southern American Folk Fiddle Style."' Gronow's 
paper is a continuation of the study presented in his recent article in JEMFQ (#24, p. 176). He notes 
three reasons for studying foreign-language recordings: They offer the opportunity to hear pro- 
fessionally recorded performances of folk and popular music from otherwise sparsely documented tradi- 
tions; they represent a laboratory of musical acculturation; and they provide an interesting case- 


study of the position of minority cultures in modern industrial society. The paper draws on Finnish- 
American and Polish-American records as examples. 


THE AMERICAN FOLKLORE SOCIETY, Annual Meeting (16-19 November 1972). 


The Annual Meeting of the AFS was held at the Villa Capri Hotel in Austin, Texas. Among the 
scheduled papers were: Neil V. Rosenberg, "Repertoire, Style and Role: Amateur and Professional 
Folk Musicians;"' and Michael Taft, "The Oral Formulaic Structure of Blues Lyrics." Earl V. Spielman, 
Alan Jabbour, Richard Blaustein, and Robert Bethke participated in a round table discussion on 
"Traditional Fiddling: An Evaluation of Current Research and Research Procedures;'"' and Joseph Hicker- 
son chaired a discussion on "The Computer and Information Retrieval in Folklore Archives." 
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